
Thank you for choosing  
Coca-Cola Credit Union

During this season, many people spend time 
thinking about what they’re thankful for. 
The staff and management at Coca-Cola 
Credit Union are no different. We’re thankful 
for you! You and our other members are 
the reason we strive to provide conve-
nient financial tools, expert advice and 
unbeatable service. We're grateful for the 
opportunity to serve you.

Thanksgiving reminds most of us once a 
year to think of what we’re thankful for, but 
it can be a worthwhile exercise year-round, 
too. Research shows that grateful indi-
viduals tend to enjoy better psychological 
and physical health.* You can increase your 
feelings of gratitude — and, potentially, 
happiness — by intentionally practicing it. 
Try these steps:

1)  Notice the good things in your life. Take 
a moment to look for the little things you 
may often take for granted, such as  
 
 
 

a beautiful sunset or sunrise, the way a 
friend makes you laugh or a warm coat 
on a cold day.

2)  Savor the things you’re grateful for. 
Absorb the feeling of genuine gratitude 
when it strikes you. When something 
makes you say, “Wow! That is amazing!” 
pause and soak it up.

3)  Start a gratitude journal. Every day, 
write down three things you’re grateful 
for. Or post notes that say, “I’m thankful 
for ______” or “I’m glad ______” where 
you’ll see them daily. Every time you 
look at the note, take a moment to fill 
in the blank with whatever is true at 
the moment.

Expressing your gratitude can help spread 
it around, benefiting those around you. We 
hope you benefit from this brief expression 
of our gratitude for you! Thanks for being a 
loyal member of CCCU.

* Source: Personality and Individual Differences, January 2013.
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MONEY SENSE 

Save for your future with a health savings account

Did you know that a health savings account (HSA) can be 
a powerful tool to help you save for your health and your 
future? HSAs are designed to work with high-deductible 
health plans (HDHPs) so you have more control over your 
health care dollars. The money in your HSA can be used 
for current medical expenses. But that’s not all! 

You can use an HSA to pay for medical expenses 
anytime in the future. An HSA can ramp up your retire-
ment savings, too. Perhaps you’re already saving in a 
retirement plan at work and/or an individual retirement 
account (IRA). An HSA provides another option for  
tax-advantaged savings in the long run. Think of it as  
an IRA for your health.

HSA funds are flexible
Are you making the most of your HSA? Consider saving 
more money in your HSA to take full advantage of the tax 
benefits now and in the future. The contribution limits in 
2015 are $3,350 for individuals and $6,650 for families, plus 
a $1,000 catch-up contribution if you’re age 55 or older.

Use it now: A health savings account can be used to pay 
for costs for you and your family — it’s there if you need it. 
For example: You go to the doctor and submit the expense 
for reimbursement (or pay with a debit card linked to your 
HSA, if you have one). The money you take out of your HSA 
is tax-free when it’s used to pay for qualifying health care 
expenses for you and your dependents.

Save it for later: You can sock away money that can be 
used for health care expenses later in life. There are no 
“use it or lose it” rules as there are with flexible spending 
accounts (FSAs), so your unspent balance in an HSA accu-
mulates from year to year. You own the account, which 
means you can take it with you even if you change health 
plans or leave your employer.

Spend it in retirement: HSA funds can be used tax-free 
to pay for qualifying health expenses before and during 
retirement. After age 65, HSA funds can be used for 
expenses other than health care without penalty (though 
ordinary income taxes will be due). 

Talk to a financial advisor at Coca-Cola Credit Union 
to create a financial plan that addresses your retire-
ment goals and future health care expenses. To learn 
more about HSA features and investment options, call 
(404) 676-2586 within metro Atlanta or toll-free at 
(877) 277-2586 outside the metro Atlanta area, visit us 
online at creditunion.coca-cola.com or simply stop by! 

Securities sold, advisory services offered through CUNA Brokerage Services,

Inc. (CBSI), member FINRA/SIPC, a registered broker/dealer and investment

advisor. CBSI is under contract with Coca-Cola Credit Union to make securities

available to members. Not NCUA/NCUSIF/FDIC insured, May Lose Value,

No Financial Institution Guarantee. Not a deposit of any financial institution.
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Triple tax advantage of an HSA
HSAs offer tax benefits including pretax or tax-deductible 
contributions, plus tax-free earnings and tax-free distribu-
tions when used for qualified medical expenses.

1.  Tax-deductible contributions. The money you put 
into your HSA may be tax-deductible.

2.  Tax-free growth: Earnings in the account are not taxed.
3.  Tax-free distributions: The money you withdraw 

from your HSA is not taxed (if used for qualified  
medical expenses). 



PRODUCTS AND SERVICES

Fall Car Sale

Fall is a great time for change. And we can help you transition into the 
driver’s seat of a great new or used vehicle! Our 10-day car sale will be from 
October 30 – November 8, 2015, with several Metro Atlanta dealerships 
participating. Out-of-state members can also take advantage of a special 
rate during the 10-day sale. 

Get pre-approved for the perfect loan by calling (404) 676-2586 within 
metro Atlanta, or toll-free at (877) 277-2586 outside the metro Atlanta area. 
Then to find the perfect vehicle, call our Car Buying Service at (404) 515-2689.
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5 things young adults should know about money 

Whether you’re in school, working or exploring your 
options, you’ll need to get your finances in order. Get 
started with these tips.

1)  Set goals. Are you paying for college, hoping for a new 
car or dreaming of a backpacking trip across Europe? If 
you know what you want, it may be easier to sacrifice 
now for the payoff later. 

2)  Start saving early. Strive for 10 percent of your earn-
ings, but if that’s not doable, save as much as you 

can. If you’re working, be sure to participate in your 
employer-sponsored retirement plan, if offered (espe-
cially if there’s a company match). If you have earned 
income — even from part-time work — you can open an 
individual retirement account. With decades until you 
reach retirement age, even small amounts can reap big 
benefits. For example, suppose you are 18 years old and 
will retire at age 67. If you put aside just $50 a month 
for 49 years in a tax-advantaged retirement account 
earning an average of 7 percent a year, you could have 
a quarter million dollars when you retire.*  

Bill Pay 

Welcome to the safe, simple way to 
pay virtually anyone, anywhere – and 
it’s all done online.

With Bill Pay you can quickly and 
securely do everything from paying 
your utility bills or car loan to sending 
money to family or friends. It’s all 
done online through Bill Pay’s secure, 
easy-to-use Online Banking services.

Bill Pay lets you say goodbye to 
paper checks and the worries about 
a bill or payment getting lost in the 
mail. With Bill Pay you can receive 
and pay virtually all your bills elec-
tronically. You can schedule when 

your bills will be paid and how 
much to send. Bill Pay also gives 
you the flexibility to set up regular 
monthly payments or even make 
same-day or next-day payments 
if necessary. And based on your 
needs, you can decide whether 
to make full or partial payments. 
It’s simple and reliable. You’re in 
charge! You’ll even be able to orga-
nize your payments into categories 
for easy access, such as Utilities, 
Loans and Miscellaneous. To make 
sure you’re always on top of things, 
you can set up reminders that let 
you know when a bill arrives, when 
it’s due and when it’s been paid.

And that’s not all. With Bill Pay’s 
Person to Person personal payment 
service, you can send money to family 
and friends — or receive it from them. 
It’s as simple as sending a text or an 
email. We’ll let you know when your 
transaction is complete or when you 
receive money from someone. Bill 
Pay also allows you to make trans-
fers between accounts, even ones at 
other financial institutions. That way 
your money is always there when and 
where you need it.

Stop in or visit us online to learn 
more about Bill Pay’s powerful 
features today!

If you’re buying, we’re lending! Check out the 
FALL CAR SALE for your loan and vehicle needs.



CONSUMER UPDATE

4 scams to avoid this holiday season

Some things make an appearance every holiday season: 
bustling shopping malls, awkward mistletoe incidents, office 
parties and scams aimed at exploiting holiday shoppers and 
year-end philanthropists. Hiding among the festive décor are 
four scams waiting to cling to you like tinsel to an evergreen. 

1 Too-good-to-be-true travel offers. A tropical 
getaway is always enticing in the midst of winter and 

that’s exactly why scammers employ such an offer. So 
what seems like a dream vacation could end up being a  
financial nightmare.

Tips:
•  Be skeptical of “free” trip offers.
•  Know what’s included in a package deal.
•  Do your own travel research.

2 Not-so-jolly job postings. The ad promises to get you 
the perfect good-paying job. Who doesn’t want that? 

Most phony job postings whimsically detail a dream career 
we all have been waiting for. But be skeptical, it might just 
be a dubious scheme. 

Tips:
•  Don’t pay an upfront fee to an employment agency.
•  Know exactly what services are being offered.
•  Get all promises in writing.

3 Coal-stuffing prizes and sweepstakes. “Congratulations! 
It’s your lucky day — you’ve won a car, cash or some 

other incredible prize.” It’s most likely not your lucky day; 
you’re just one of the many people who received this spam 
email or saw this popup ad.

Tips:
•  Never pay to play.
•  Don’t hand over any financial information or numbers.
•  Be especially wary about foreign sweepstakes companies.

4 Phony charities. The holiday season is meant for 
giving, but be sure to check out whatever charity 

you choose to donate to. For help, use the services of 
an organization such as the Better Business Bureau 
(BBB), Wise Giving Alliance (www.give.org), Charity 
Navigator (www.charitynavigator.org) or CharityWatch 
(www.charitywatch.org).

Tips:
•  Ask for written information.
•  Beware of sound-alike charities.
•  Ask about the caller’s relation to the charity.

At Coca-Cola Credit Union we strive to protect your 
finances from fraud, but often it’s your own precautions 
that can be the most powerful.
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3)  Avoid debt. If you do use a credit card, pay off the 
balance each month. According to a recent survey, the 
average college-age millennial has $559 in credit card 
debt.** If you pay only the minimum each month on 
a store credit card with a 21 percent interest rate, it 
could take 29 months to pay off that amount and cost 
$156.40 in interest charges.***

4)  Protect your personal information. Keep identity thieves 
from stealing your information. Use strong passwords 
and change them regularly. Avoid using public Wi-Fi 
for online banking. Protect your personal identification 
number (PIN), and shield the keypad from view when 
using an ATM. Review your financial statements each 
month to make sure there are no fraudulent transactions. 

5)  Seek advice. Studies show that individuals who seek 
financial advice tend to make better financial decisions. 
At Coca-Cola Credit Union, we’re committed to helping 
young people on the path to financial security. Call  
(404) 676-2586 within metro Atlanta or toll-free at  
(877) 277-2586 outside the metro Atlanta area or visit us 
online at creditunion.coca-cola.com today to learn more. 

*  Rate of return is provided for information only and is not intended to represent the 

return of any specific investment. No taxes or fees are taken into account.

**  Source: TDAmeritrade’s 3rd Annual Generation Z survey, press release, Sept. 11, 2014, 

amtd.com.

***  Assumes minimum payment of 3.5 percent of balance  or $25. Source: Minimum pay-

ment calculator, creditcards.com. Based on a $559 balance at a 21 percent annual 

percentage rate.



MEMBER NETWORK

Hey, millennials: Whom do  
you trust for financial advice?  

A recent survey of millennials — individuals born between 
1980 and 1989 — found that 39 percent of respondents 
worry about their financial future at least once a week. 
That sounds like a group in need of some counsel, but  
a significant number (23 percent) trust “no one” for  
financial advice.* 

The survey notes the top three financial issues for millen-
nials (also called Gen Yers): retirement saving, reducing 
credit card debt and paying off student loans. On a positive 
note, 47 percent of respondents are saving for retirement 
with a 401(k) at work or an individual retirement account 
(IRA).* However, that leaves more than half of Gen Yers 
who haven’t started a retirement savings program.

The importance of a sounding board
In its survey of Gen Yers, TIAA-CREF found those who 
seek financial advice are more likely than the general 
population to make positive changes, such as:**

•  Monitoring and making changes to spending  
more frequently.

•  Establishing a plan to manage debt.
•  Starting an emergency fund.
•  Increasing monthly savings.

The value of financial advice is clear. Many millennials 
turn to their parents as well as friends and social media. 
However, a financial institution’s professionally developed 
online tools and resources, as well as consultations with a 
financial advisor, may be more appropriate. (Surprisingly 
for this wired generation, TIAA-CREF’s study reports 
most respondents — 55 percent — prefer face-to-face 
financial counseling.)

We’re here for you
The world of finances can be complex, but you don’t need 
to face it on your own. A financial professional at Coca-Cola 
Credit Union can provide the help you need to create your 
savings and spending plan and explore options for retire-
ment saving. Call (404) 676-2586 within metro Atlanta or 
toll-free at (877) 277-2586 outside the metro Atlanta area 
or visit us online at creditunion.coca-cola.com today.

*  Source: Fidelity Investments Millennial Money Study, conducted in April 2014 by GfK 

Public Affairs and Corporate Communication, Fidelity.com.

**  Source: TIAA-CREF Gen Y Advice Matters Survey, press release, Sept. 30, 2014,  

www.tiaa-cref.org.

Holiday Club account balances will be automatically trans-
ferred to your checking account by October 31, 2015. Start 
saving now for next holiday season by making your Holiday 
Club Account a regular part of your savings program. If you 
have questions about our club accounts, contact a Member 
Service Representative at (404) 676-2586 in Atlanta, or  
(877) 277-2586 outside of Atlanta.

Holiday Club  
Account Disbursement
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How does your spending on essentials such as housing, food, trans-
portation and health care compare to that of other Americans? Check 
these figures from the Bureau of Labor Statistics Consumer Expenditure 
Survey to find out.* The chart shows the percentage of income spent by 
Americans in each category, broken into five groups by annual income, 
each representing one-fifth of the total population.

BULLETIN BOARD

Upcoming events

• Insurance Seminar
• CU Wealth Management Seminar
•  CU Lobby Day

Visit creditunion.coca-cola.com for details.

This publication does not constitute legal, accounting or other professional advice. Although it is intended to be accurate, neither  

the publisher nor any other party assumes liability for loss or damage due to reliance on this material. Websites not belonging to  

this organization are provided for information only. No endorsement is implied. Images may be from ©iStock and/or ©Fotolia.  
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LAST WORDS

MAILING ADDRESS
Coca-Cola Credit Union  
P.O. Box 1734, Atlanta, GA 30301 

BRANCH LOCATION
Atlanta Office Complex  
One Coca-Cola Plaza  
Atlanta, GA 30313

HOURS OF BRANCH OPERATION
Atlanta Office Complex
Financial Services Center – USA 1

Monday – Friday  
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. ET

MEMBER SERVICE
Monday – Saturday 
8 a.m. to 8 p.m. ET

(877) 277-2586 toll free outside metro 
Atlanta • (404) 676-2586 within metro 
Atlanta

CONTACT BY FAX
General: (404) 598-2586
Loans:   (404) 676-1107

SERVICES
CU Wealth Management:  (404) 515-3079
CU Mortgage Services:  (404) 676-2586
CU Car Buying Service:  (404) 515-2689
CU Audio Response:  (877) 277-2586
  (404) 676-2586

INTERNET ACCESS
Website: creditunion.coca-cola.com
Email: creditunion@coca-cola.com

Coca-Cola Credit Union logo and the 
Contour Bottle design are trademarks  
of The Coca-Cola Company.

We’ll be closed

Tuesday, October 12
Columbus Day
Thursday, November 26
Thanksgiving

Friday, December 25
Christmas
Friday, January 1
New Year's Day

Federally Insured 

by NCUA

What do you spend on essentials?
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Lowest quintile  
(average income: $9,818)

2nd lowest quintile 
(average income: $26,369)

Middle quintile  
(average income: $45,724)

2nd highest quintile  
(average income: $74,410)

Highest quintile  
(average income: $166,048)
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*  Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics news release, April 2, 2015.  

Expenditures measured from July 2013 through June 2014. Keep your budget in  
line the easy way! Your 
Coca-Cola Credit Union 
debit card combined 
with bill pay and online 
banking make tracking 
your spending a snap. 
Get your financial picture 
in focus today.




